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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

The holidays are upon us.  Whether you live in the Northern or Southern Hemisphere, whether your Thanksgiving is soon or past, whether you celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, or no holidays, Syndicomm Online has a place for you.  Movies, games, and books continue to be published, viewed, played, and read; lucky singles may find wintry date opportunities abounding; a new computer or operating system may warm, if not your hearth, then at least your heart.

Syndicomm Online has thousands of topics of conversation.  Bring your cheer to one today.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Upgraded Dice
-------------
In order to help out folks playing role-playing games in our chat rooms, the /ROLL, /SROLL, and /PROLL commands have been updated to support a fixed additive to the roll.  For example:  /ROLL 3d10+6 will roll three 10-sided dice, then add six to the result.  This format is standard among many traditional role-playing games.

Upgraded Filters
----------------
The spam and virus filters have been upgraded; fewer emails of either variety should now be making its way to your mailbox.  If you experience any problems with email, please report it to support@syndicomm.com.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/news.html> for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Unix                UNIX          675   Wayne Arthurton    UNIX
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Michele Greb       RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

The Unix Forum is currently under construction.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
The much-touted Mac OS X operating system has seen an update to 10.3, codenamed Panther.  This latest upgrades provides many new tricks both useful and cool, and provides a more efficient overall work environment.  Read about the changes and the experiences and joys of Panther Mac users have encountered in Category 9, Topic 3: The Future of Mac OS X.

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
Syndicomm's newest community had a debut with a wealth of conversation topics!  Discuss your favorite episode from the classic television series M*A*S*H in Category 12, Topic 25.  Enjoy the Indiana Jones trilogy, now on DVD, in Category 34, Topic 4.  Decipher the many varieties of televisions and the accompanying terminology in Category 50, Topic 1.  Recall some cherished Broadway and community theatre productions in Category 51, Topic 1.  All this and more can be found in Showbits!

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
The holiday season is upon us, and with it, the barrage of the year's best games that many publishers hold in reserve for this all-important quarter.  Hundreds of games will be hitting store shelves before 2003 is done; in which will you invest your time?  Peruse the release schedules found at gamebits.net (page 850, option 4), then talk about your expected favorites in Category 2, Topic 8: Cross-Console Conversations.

Singles
Page 910
Keyword: SINGLES
----------------
Once seen as the realm of the geeky and those with something to hide, meeting people online is now an acceptable form of establishing relationships that greatly increase the number of opportunities available to single people.  What are the best online venues for such matchmaking?  Do they work?  Read about such websites and some results in Category 10, Topic 2: Where to Meet People.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
The workshop environment persists this month as additional original works are shared in Prolific Quill.  Read about a vegetarian's approach to the family Thanksgiving in Category 12, Topic 3: Sharing Your Non-Fiction, and read a holiday poem with a hidden, mathematical meaning in Category 18, Topic 5: Poetry.  These messages are not only offer the budding editor an opportunity to offer thoughts and criticisms, but provide the casual reader with original material unavailable anywhere else.  Come check out what your fellow Syndicomm Online members are writing!

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2003 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
